
P

FALL 2021 ISSUE

ITS CONNECTIONS
A QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER OF INTERNATIONAL THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Pelekhono Zinyü, a second year DMin student at ITS, enjoys being 
able to attend in-person classes on campus now. Last year, she 
completed her studies remotely, due to COVID-19, from her home 
country, India. Today she is grateful to be living in the new ITS 
student dorms in West Covina and collaborating personally with 
students and faculty.

Prior to coming to ITS, Pelekhono served in ministry in India 
for 5 years, and then for a year in South Korea before God called 
her back to India. Pelekhono taught at a local school in Nagaland 
and invested her time in children’s ministry, serving children ages 
1-14. Pelekhono specifically comes from the Angami tribe in the 
Nagaland state of India. The Angami Nagas speak Tenyidie and 
many years ago were known for their practice of headhunting. The 
headhunting was, however, in the context of tribal feud where the 
enemy head is beheaded and taken to the village as a trophy. The 
head was then buried after some rituals. Thus the Nagas came to be 
known as headhunters in the early days. 

Today, Nagaland is widely considered to be a friendly, welcoming 
Christian land. Pelekhono credits this to the American Baptist 
missionaries who brought the gospel to Nagaland in 1839, with its 
first Christian convert in 1872. Pelekhono said, “I believe that God 
has placed the Nagas strategically in India to reach out to the ma-
jority of non-Christians. I feel so indebted to the American Baptist 
missionaries, who would have been scared of the Naga headhunting 
practice back then, but went to Nagaland anyway and planted 
the seeds of the Gospel. Today, because of that, I am here at ITS 
pursuing my DMin.”

Pelekhono is especially interested in missionary member care, 
and seeking how the church can come together to help “sending 
organizations” better equip missionaries to be more effective in 
their work. When Pelekhono was teaching in India, she would 
spend her breaks living with another missionary for a week to learn 
about their needs and how they could be better supported. For 
example, one time when she was visiting missionaries in Thailand, 
she learned that they had been ministering to a woman who had 

come out of prostitution, but had no way to financially support 
herself. Pelekhono discovered that the woman had tailoring skills, 
but lacked a sewing machine. So, Pelekhono quickly set to work to 
approach her network and raise the seed funds needed for a sewing 
machine. She said, “God moved the hearts of 7 people to give 
money to buy her a new sewing machine and she has used it 
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DDr. David McKinley was born and raised in the Canadian city of 
Winnipeg, Manitoba. He grew up in a Christian family and he 
recalls church activities being a prominent part of his early life. He 
received his bachelor’s degree in biblical studies at Providence Col-
lege near Winnipeg and later graduated with a Doctor of Ministry 
(DMin) degree at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School in Deerfield, 
Illinois.

After he received his DMin, he was invited by a friend to teach at 
a Bible college in the Philippines. This invitation led him to serve 
as a missionary in the Philippines for 8 years investing most of his 
time and energy into educating Christian leaders. For a few years, 
he taught at Evangelical Theological College of the Philippines in 
Metro Manila before teaching systematic theology courses at Asian 
Theological Seminary. During this time, he received his Doctor 
of Theology (ThD) degree from the University of Santo Tomas in 
Manila. In addition, Dr. McKinley became the mission organiza-
tion’s interim field director serving the missionaries throughout the 
country. After serving in the Philippines, he worked with Evangel-
ical Free Church of Canada Mission for 11 years, and 7 of those 
years he served as the Executive Director. 

In 2008, Dr. McKinley moved to Los Angeles and was later invited 
by the President of International Theological Seminary to teach 
a course on Spiritual Formation. It has been 12 years since he 
was first introduced to ITS but he has faithfully taught Spiritual 
Formation and other practical theology courses such as: Leadership 
in the 21st Century, Building and Working with Teams, Managing 
and Resolving Conflicts, and Being an Effective Change Agent. 
As a professor of practical theology, he is sensitive to the cultural 
dynamics of teaching practical courses such as how to function 
as teams, navigating conflicts, and adapting certain skills to suit 
different cultural contexts. 

Dr. McKinley also served as the ITS Dean of Students and 
Director of Graduate Studies for the ThM and DMin programs. 

As the Dean of Students, he made an effort to build intentional 
relationships with students, inviting them to his house for meals 
and fellowship. ITS students along with its faculty and staff have 
contributed to an enriching ITS experience for Dr. McKinley. 

As a globally-minded individual, Dr. McKinley is passionate about 
the educational and leadership development of Christian men and 
women around the world. “It has been a blessing to invest my life 
in Christian leaders who come to ITS from their respective coun-
tries. I get to see these students grow and mature theologically and 
in their personal relationships with the Lord; I see them broaden 
their understanding of the Christian church. It has been a blessing 
to learn from them, the challenges they face, the perseverance of 
their faith in the midst of difficult situations, and their unique 
ministries in their own countries.”

In his interaction with students, Dr. McKinley has found two pri-
mary challenges that students often encounter. The first challenge 
involves the limited resources they have to purchase necessary 
books for their personal and leadership development. “In most 
trades, people have the tools that they need to do their jobs well. 
Whether you’re a mechanic, nurse or a baker, you have tools you 
need in a tool kit. In the same way, seminary students are in need 
of good books if they want to develop their ministries or become 
adept leaders in their communities. The main challenge then is a 
lack of funds for students to purchase books for their tool kit — for 
their future and ministry.” 

During the pandemic, Dr. McKinley busied himself with reading 
through Charles Spurgeon’s 6-volume collection of Treasury of 
David which is an exposition on the Psalms. For 5-6 hours a day, 
he summarized Spurgeon’s key thoughts and then wrote daily devo-
tionals including personalized prayers. His friends and family later 
encouraged him to have his work published. Fast forward to 2021 
and he hopes that his newly published book, The Psalms for Every-
day Living: A Year of Devotions with Charles Spurgeon’s Treasury of 
David, will be used as a way to minister to the ITS community and 
its students as well as a wider audience of believers and unbelievers.

to make a living and stay completely 
out of prostitution.” Pelekhono also 
regularly mobilizes her students 
to participate in missions as well. 
Even now that she is studying in the 
United States, she still stays in touch 

with her students via texting.

Pelekhono is passionate about carrying 
this mantle forward. “Missions is a grand 

adventure and I am excited about where God is leading me. 
My heart is for missions. I can’t keep the Gospel to myself; I 
have to share it.” Pelekhono especially enjoys the opportuni-
ty to learn and experience team building at ITS as she pre-
pares to serve where God calls her. Pelekhono’s dedication 
and commitment are awe inspiring … she said, “I am so 

excited; I want to do better, give more and do more.” Pelek-
hono is a beautiful example of the dedication and passion 
of ITS students, and their deep love and heart for mankind. 
Pelekhono said, “What we do for the kingdom of God will 
never go in vain. Our names may be erased from history but 
the seed of the gospel will continue to grow.” 
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Dear Friends,

Have you heard of the “pandemic pivot”? The pandemic pivot is a strategic move many companies made during the pandemic 
to create a business model that is “conducive to short-term survival along with long-term resilience and growth.” As churches 
and seminaries continue to navigate through the rough terrain of the pandemic recovery, we may be able to find inspiration 
and creativity from the business world. The pandemic pivot is what ITS has been doing in recent months. We introduced 
online education to provide learning opportunities for those abroad who couldn’t get a visa or those out of state who couldn’t 
relocate for seminary education. ITS is also partnering with local churches to train their lay leaders to work alongside pastors 
and help them engage in more effective ministry. 

One of the great blessings we received recently is two grants from Lilly Endowment Inc. to increase our capacity to better 
equip pastors and leaders in the majority world and immigrant and ethnic churches. We found that among the skills pastors 
need are: the ability to motivate, equip, and manage volunteers who are essential to running church ministries, especially 
those for children and youth; and the capacity to support themselves in a bi-vocational role, since many churches cannot 
afford to support a full-time pastor with a living wage. In other words, bi-vocational lay leaders and pastors are much needed 
for thriving congregations in the 21st century.

In order to accomplish this goal, ITS is planning to incorporate bi-vocational internship and more practical ministry courses 
into our curriculum. Our students will have an opportunity to explore different types of ministries and develop a sustainable 
ministry model to transform their community with the Gospel. We are excited about the new projects and can’t wait to see 
how God will use them to bless our students and churches! These grants wouldn’t have been possible without your faithful 
support, as financial health was one of the key criteria for the selection. As ITS moves into this new season, your ongo-
ing support is still critical to enabling the Seminary to continue to carry out our core mission of training and equip-
ping leaders for the global church.

Thriving churches (and seminaries) need good leaders. Pelekhono is one of the great, proven leaders from Nagaland, India, 
who began her residential program at ITS this fall. Not only is she a beloved educator at her school, but also she is a pastor 
to many missionaries whom churches in Nagaland sent out to all over the world. She shared with me that many missionaries 
are lonely and weary in a foreign land, and she visited missionaries in Southeast and Central Asian countries to encourage and 
pray for them. Dr. David McKinley is a respected professor at ITS, who knows and understands the multifaceted challenges 
of mission work and church ministry, as he himself was a long-time missionary in the Philippines. He’s 
woven his experience from the mission field and deep knowledge in leadership and spirituality into 
his courses. His new book on Charles Spurgeon’s Treasury of David is a wonderful gift to Chris-
tians, who seek to deepen their understanding of the Psalms and glean from the spirituality of 
the great preacher and evangelist of the 19th century, Charles Spurgeon. I hope that as you 
read the stories of this ITS Connections, you are encouraged to know that although the world 
is changing, we serve unchanging and merciful God. Let us continue to depend on God’s great 
faithfulness each day. 

In Christ,
James 
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Dr. McKinley (middle back row with red tie) with ATS faculty & staff in 1994

Dr. McKinley with ITS students



The second challenge students face is the need for more church-
es to partner with ITS students and develop them further as 
ministry leaders. “ITS students need to be able to apply what they 
have learned in the classrooms to the context of a local church.” As 
the former Dean of Students, Dr. McKinley was always concerned 
about connecting students with churches, finding enough churches 
and to find the right church for each student.

This is why the work to develop and expand ITS and its mission to 
other constituencies has played a vital role in the overall growth of 
ITS as an institution. “When you support ITS, you are making a 
wonderful investment in the development of exemplary Chris-
tian leaders and educators. Not only is your investment beneficial 
for our students, but as a supporter, you are in a unique position 
to establish personal and church relationships with international 
community leaders before they return back to their own countries.” 

People should also support ITS because the seminary has a unique 
mission to train leaders who return to their countries and transform 
their local communities. “This is a great way for individuals to get 

involved in global missions from 
within their own local context. If a 
person is unable to go to a certain 
country, he/she can support an ITS 
student from that country who will 
be doing God’s work.” 

Dr. McKinley and his wife, Lau-
ra, attend Christ Church in Sierra 
Madre where he faithfully served as 
an elder for a number of years. In 
his free time, he enjoys traveling, 
photography, and reading. 
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IITS was just awarded a $1,000,000 grant from Lilly Endowment 
Inc. through its Pathways for Tomorrow Phase II initiative. This 
four-year grant will strengthen our capacity to prepare pastors for 
immigrant and ethnic churches in the United States. 

“Theological schools have long played a pivotal role in preparing 
pastoral leaders for churches,” said Christopher L. Coble, the 
Endowment’s vice president for religion. “Today, these schools find 
themselves in a period of rapid and profound change. Through the 
Pathways Initiative, theological schools will take deliberate steps 
to address the challenges they have identified in ways that make 
the most sense to them. We believe that their efforts are critical to 
ensuring that Christian congregations continue to have a steady 
stream of pastoral leaders who are well-prepared to lead the church-
es of tomorrow.” 

This past spring, ITS was awarded a $50,000 planning grant from 
Lilly Endowment Inc. for Phase I of this initiative to explore 
emerging challenges and opportunities, assess the effectiveness of 
educational strategies and financial operations, and design and 
implement plans to launch new and/or strengthen current projects. 

This initial grant funding enabled ITS to do comprehensive strate-
gic planning utilizing the services of Ministry Architects.

This new $1,000,000 grant will equip ITS to carry out many of 
the exciting new initiatives that came out of these strategic plan-
ning efforts such as strengthening all seminary systems: leadership, 
finances, and educational programs, all in order to better prepare 
more pastors. For example, one key strategic objective includes 
developing certificate programs to equip local pastors with practical 
ministry skills as well as equipping congregational lay ministers. 
ITS is also looking to create a fresh educational model that works 
to meet the leadership needs of congregations that rely heavily on 
bi-vocational and/or volunteer ministers. A structured internship 
program is yet another strategic initiative that will provide ITS 
students with practical hands-on experience, while also providing 
churches with greatly needed, quality support and assistance.

With support from Lilly Endowment, ITS is excited about the 
future and the enhanced ways it will be able to equip students to 
bring the Gospel to local immigrant and ethnic churches, as well as 
to all corners of the globe.
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