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International Theological Seminary (ITS) celebrates its 40th 
anniversary this year. The Seminary has had a profound impact 
on the theological and ecclesial landscape of our world. Students 
and alumni of ITS have been all over the world serving as pastors, 
evangelists, missionaries, educators, shepherds and leaders in many 
different sectors of the church and secular workplace. Since its 
founding in 1982, over 1,000 men and women have been trained 
at ITS; many of whom have gone on to serve around the world and 
bring the gospel of Christ. They have done so with the conviction 
that God has given His people not only the opportunity to know 
Him through His Word, but also to be agents of transformation in 
their communities. The impact and reach of ITS is made possible 
by the generosity of ITS supporters throughout the years who 
have contributed their time, energy, and resources towards the 
school and its students.

Over the last year, two dedicated committees worked on creating 
and successfully executing several 40th Anniversary events. The 

Global Table Event planning committee was formed in January 
2022 and comprised dedicated board members, board spouses, fac-
ulty, staff, and students. The committee worked tirelessly through-
out the spring, summer and fall to organize the first-ever Global 
Table event. The aim of the Global Table was to introduce ITS 
while getting to know individuals and churches in the local area. 

The event was held on October 29th at the ITS campus and was 
attended by over 100 individuals. Attendees enjoyed a hearty buffet 
of international cuisine representing India, Korea, Nigeria, China, 
and Greece. This meal was followed by a special program with a 
song from the ITS student choir, a message from ITS President Dr. 
James Lee, and testimonies from alumni abroad. Overall the event 
was a huge success with very positive feedback from attendees.

In addition, the Anniversary Event committee was also formed to 
discuss the curation and logistics of the remaining two anniversary 
events: The Joseph Tong Reformed Theology Lectures and the ITS 
40th Anniversary Worship Service. These two events were held on 
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campus from November 2-4th and 
6th respectively. Both events were 
well attended and enjoyed by all. 

The 40th Anniversary Worship 
Service, held on November 6th, was 

open to the public to celebrate the 
accomplishments of ITS and the many 

people who have contributed towards 
that success. Certificates of Appreciation were 

presented to Zenda Eusebio, Joy Palmer, and Grace Kicha, 
three former ITS staff who contributed a significant amount 
of time and energy to the institution during their tenure. To 
conclude the service, a special song was performed by All 
Nations Prayer Worship Center – A church founded by ITS 
alums Drs. Abraham and Grace Kicha. 

When interviewed for the 
40th Anniversary Worship 
service, Dr. Mel Loucks, 
president emeritus of ITS, 
joyfully explained, “we’ve 
made a great deal of progress 
since [the establishment of 
ITS]... We’ve made many 
moves and [found ourselves] 
relocating to West Covina. 
We’ve developed this campus 
into a pretty nice campus… 

So here we are today, 40 years later [and] we’re just getting 
started.” With your enduring support and prayers, we hope 
to continue to advance the mission of ITS for many years  
to come.
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Dear Friends,

This has been a truly eventful year for ITS. We ushered in the new academic year with the joyful celebration of the school’s 
40th anniversary. We opened our campus to students who had been eagerly waiting to join in person. I’ve been encouraged 
and blessed to see the school returning “back to life” after a lengthy period of social distancing and quarantine. 

The Global Table was such a fun and exciting event. It was a gathering of friends and partners of ITS around delicious food 
from various cultures and the powerful testimonies of students and alums’ impactful ministry. Rev. Joseph Murala, who grad-
uated from ITS in 1986, came all the way from India and attended the event. I was amazed at his energy and passion to serve 
the Lord and work among orphans even in his 80’s. God bless him! His two sons were also educated at ITS and are carrying 
on his wonderful ministry. 

This past summer, I had the opportunity to teach at Bangkok Bible Seminary and meet with our alums in Thailand. In the 
classroom, I was greeted by pastors and lay leaders who were eager to further the Gospel ministry. In 2028, Thailand will cel-
ebrate the 200th anniversary of Protestant Christianity in the country. Although the Christian population remains less than 1 
percent, Thai churches have an ambitious goal of planting 400 churches and increasing the number of Christians to one mil-
lion in the next five years. I am proud to tell you that ITS alums are leading this effort. Please join me in praying for Thailand. 

The founders of ITS would’ve never guessed the kind of impact our alums would make in the 
world over the ensuing forty years. They simply obeyed and responded to God’s call to go and 
make disciples of all nations. The rest is God’s amazing and mighty work. I am humbled and 
grateful to be part of God’s story at ITS. Thank you for partnering with us and being part of our 
story! I continue to covet your prayers for the Seminary. May the Lord renew your strength and 
hope in Jesus Christ in this advent season.

James 
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TThe International Theological Seminary Alumni Association unani-
mously selected three alums to be the recipients of the 2022 Distin-
guished Alumni Award. This award was presented to the recipients 
at the 40th Anniversary Joseph Tong Reformed Theology Lectures. 
The Association deemed that in order to become a recipient of this 
award, the following criteria must be taken into consideration:

•	 Currently active in ministry or has had extensive years engaged in 
active ministry prior to retirement

•	 Level of ministry impact - how effective is their ministry? 
•	 Connection and contribution towards ITS - how often do they 

keep in touch with ITS and how have they contributed in any 
way to the school? 

The following individuals have succeeded in meeting the criteria for 
the Distinguished Alumni Award and have been vetted by testimo-
nials from references and external sources. Congratulations to the 
following individuals:

Rev. Dr. Bishop Barnabas Weston Mtokambali, Tanzania. With 
the love and full support of his wife Glady Marry and their three 
children (Joyline, Gladline, and Oceanic), Barnabas has been serv-
ing as the General Superintendent of the Tanzania Assemblies of 
God since November of 2008, Chairman of the African Assemblies 
of God Alliance since 2017, and as one of the 36 executive com-

mittee members of the World Assemblies of God Fellowship. He 
received a MDiv from ITS in 1994 and a ThM in 2002. Even with 
all these responsibilities, he is pastoring at Bethel Revival Temple in 
Morogoro which he planted in 1986. Since then, Barnabas and his 
congregation have planted over 300 daughter churches, raising up 
over 80 percent of the senior pastors for these churches from within 
Bethel’s church family. His ministry has grown to a national level. 
Under his leadership the ministry had grown from 500,000 to 5 

million members, with 14,000 pastors and over 400 church plants. 
By 2033 Barnabas envisions having 25 million members, 45,000 
pastors and 40,000 churches to influence the African Continent 
and around the world. 

Rev. Dr. Sundar Bahadur Thapa and Mrs. Giri Sareeta Tha-
pa, Nepal. The Thapas are an outstanding couple whom ITS is 
honored to recognize as part of its legacy. Both Sundar and Sareeta 
graduated from ITS in 1992, Sundar with a MDiv and Sareeta 
with a ThM. Sareeta was a nurse by profession before coming to 
ITS. They are the founders and leaders of the Christian Church 
Coalition in Nepal called Federation of National Christian Nepal 
(FNCN) and Evangelical Christian Fellowship of Nepal (ECFN). 
Sundar and Sareeta were key figures in persuading the government 
towards negotiations of freedom of religion and a national burial 
ground for Christians in Nepal. In addition, they founded Nepal 
Bible College (NBC) to train pastors and evangelists in a three-
year program. Sareeta was the principal of NBC. Currently, they 
financially support and oversee over 300 churches, 270 evangelists, 
several church plants, and have founded five children’s homes to 
provide shelter and education for at-risk, underprivileged youth in 
their community.

The impact these individuals have on their communities at a local 
and national level is nothing short of miraculous. While these 
alumni were unable to be physically present, they were honored to 
be recipients of this award from their alma mater. Upon hearing 
about the news of his receipt of this award, Sundar joyfully replied 
in his video response, “Thank you for allowing people like us to 
come and study at ITS. Thank you for investing your time, resourc-
es, and energy to equip us to be leaders in Nepal.” With faithful 
contributions and a dedicated team of individuals who support the 
mission of ITS, our institution can continue to develop and gradu-
ate qualified men and women who can transform their communi-
ties for God’s glory.

Distinguished Alumni Award:
Recognizing the Contributions  

of Alumni

Rev. Dr. Barnabas Mtokambali

Sundar and Sareeta Thapa
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AAs part of ITS’ weeklong 40th Anniversary celebration during the 
first week of November, ITS recently launched the inaugural Joseph 
Tong Reformed Theology Lectures. This new annual lectureship 
series was named in honor of Dr. Joseph Tong who has served as a 
leading administrator and faculty member at ITS for decades. His 
love for reformed theology, cross cultural missions and his ongoing 
student mentorship continues to have profound global impact.

When ITS President Dr. James Lee introduced the new series, he 
began with a surprise announcement as part of the ITS 40th anni-
versary celebration – ITS is working to publish a book as a tribute 
to two esteemed and longstanding ITS faculty – Dr. Mel Loucks 
and Dr. Joseph Tong. Entitled, “To The Ends of Earth,” this book 
includes essays and thoughtful reflections contributed from scholars 
and Majority World practitioners about ministry trends, missional 
models and leadership – areas that Drs. Loucks and Tong are both 
passionate about and taught extensively. “We felt that this book 

would be a fitting dedication to Dr. Loucks and Dr. Tong who have 
dedicated their lives to teaching and raising up Majority World 
leaders, leaving a lifelong legacy of ministry around the Globe,” 
said Dr. Lee.

As part of the Joseph Tong Reformed Theology Lectures, renowned 
guest speakers from the US, Europe and Majority Worlds are invit-
ed to provide specialized lectures to local pastors, church members 

and the ITS community on various relevant topics to promote 
greater understanding and unity from a Reformed perspective.

Dr. Joseph Shao was the first speaker invited to kick off this new 
lectureship series with his topic, “Our Unchanging God” from the 
book of Malachi. He served as President of the Biblical Seminary of 
the Philippines for 30 years, continuing as President Emeritus. He 
earned his PhD from Hebrew Union Col-
lege in Ohio. Dr. Shao brings tremendous 
theological knowledge and wisdom, as 
well as rich cultural experience and con-
text from around the world, especially in 
Asian communities. During the lecture, 
Dr. Shao talked about contextualizing the 
Gospel – “holding the Bible in one hand 
and the other on the newspaper.” He 
spoke of God’s deep love for His people, 
that He knows and remembers us and 
“writes our name in His book of remem-
brance.” 

Dr. Shao spoke at length about the importance of healthy families 
today and that a Godly marriage is foundational, and impacts the 
next generations. In the Reformed Theology tradition, he affirmed 
that a Godly marriage is between one man and one woman and ex-
horted his brothers and sisters to safeguard the sanctity of marriage. 
He spoke of practical ways to nourish and cherish marriage rela-
tionships such as intentionally sharing, listening, praying together, 
and perseverance in the midst of difficulties – and the importance 
of modeling this for the children. He entertained questions at 
the end of his lecture and demonstrated his great sense of humor. 
When asked what the secret was for a lasting marriage, he quipped, 
“The wife is always right. Happy wife; happy life!” He shared that 
men in many Asian cultures often don’t share their burdens, as Paul 
exhorted us to – and they typically die younger. He shared stories 
about students he has counseled over the years on how best to 
honor, cherish, serve and listen to their spouses. His wife spoke in 
tribute to his personal care and stewarding of their marriage. It was 
a privilege to hear an esteemed speaker teach rich Biblical truths 
in a practical, culturally-sensitive way. ITS looks forward to future 
lectures from esteemed guests such as Dr. Joseph Shao.

ITS Launches New Reformed  
Theology Lectureship

Pictured standing: Dr. James Lee, Dr. Rosa Shao; seated left to right:  
Dr. Joseph Tong, Dr. Mel Loucks, and Dr. Joseph Shao

Dr. Joseph Tong leading 
benediction and prayer


